
W hat  do t he ingenio us s ea  ott er ,  
t he inc r edi ble  s hri nki ng r ei ndeer , t he  

t r ee- dwelli ng baby  dr agon or  t he Do do’s  
long-lost  c ousin  h ave in  c ommon?

T hey a r e a ll  at  ri s k  of di s appe ari ng f r om ou r 
wor ld  for ev er . T his  bo ok  is  a ll  a bo ut  t he 

amazi ng c r eatu r es  t hat  ar e now  enda nger ed 
ar ou nd t he globe, f r om oc eans and for ests  t o 

mou ntains  a nd s now. F illed  wit h be auti f ul 
be asts , glorio us  ill ust r ati ons , fac ts  a nd t a les , 
it  will ma k e y ou fall  in  lov e w ith  t he a nim al 

ki ngdom – and maybe  ev en try  to  s ave it .

Millie  M ar otta  is  a  f r eela nc e ill ust r at or 
wor ki ng f r om her  studio  by  t he s ea in  a littl e 

c or ner  of  W est  W ales . H er bo oks , inc lu ding 
t he int ern ati onal  best se ll er  A ni mal Ki ngdom  
– A C olour ing B ook  A dv en t ur e , a r e loved  by 

milli ons  of  fans  t he wor ld  ov er .
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Komodo Dragon

 Independent women 

n the Indonesian island of Komodo, a baby 
lizard emerges from its egg and scurries up the 
nearest tree – on the ground, it would be a 

tasty morsel for adult Komodo dragons. Safely above 
ground, this baby Komodo gorges on grasshoppers, 
crickets, beetles, geckos and eggs, remaining there for 
four years: only then is it large enough to survive at 
ground level. 

These ferocious reptiles are the descendents of 
gargantuan lizards that lived 4 million years ago. At 3m 
long and weighing 90kg, the Komodo dragon is now 
the world’s largest living lizard. It can bring down prey 
as big as a water buffalo with a deadly bite from its 
powerful jaws and, even if a victim escapes, it will 
succumb to the venom secreted in glands in the dragon’s 
lower jaw and the dragon will seek out its corpse, from 
up to 8km away, with its remarkable sense of smell. 

Recently, it was discovered that female Komodo 
dragons can reproduce without a mate. She will lay  
15–30 self-fertilized, grapefruit-sized eggs, all male. If a 
female ended up alone, she could restart the population 
– though mating with her offspring would not be good 
for the gene pool. 
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Can you find all the animals 
and their natural habitats?

 Word Search 
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OKAPI
GOBI BEAR
AXOLOTL
GRASSLANDS
FORESTS
PANGOLIN

GIRAFFE
OLM
TUNDRA
DESERTS
FRESHWATER
MOUNTAINS

OCEANS
CARIBOU
WETLANDS
SHOEBILL
HUMPHEAD WRASSE
SNOWY OWL



Pangolin

The most illegally trafficked 
animal on Earth  

n the grasslands of south-east Asia, a strange 
creature the size of a domestic cat emerges from 
a deep burrow in search of its supper. Covered in 

hard scales but with a soft pink underbelly, beady little 
eyes, a long snout and a strong, thick tail, it has a sticky 
tongue as long as its body, to slurp up ants and termites. 
The Chinese pangolin looks like a walking pine cone 
– something from the pages of a fairy-tale. Females 
give birth only once a year, to just one baby at a time, 
known as a pangopup.

There are eight species of pangolin and all of them 
are under threat. They are the world’s only scaly 
mammal, and the most illegally trafficked animal on 
Earth; over 100,000 pangolins are caught by poachers 
every year across Asia and Africa – that’s roughly one 
every five minutes. These mostly nocturnal creatures 
are sensitive little souls, making it difficult to care for 
those rescued. Sadly, the pangolin’s defence is also its 
downfall. It curls up into a tight, scaly ball to protect 
itself, but this simply makes it easier for a pangolin 
poacher to scoop them up.
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Draw your 
favourite animal 



Cut out and decorate your 
Blackiston’s Fish Owl mask 
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Blakiston’s Fish Owl

 The anonymous owl 

he world’s biggest and most endangered owl 
lives in the riparian forests – forests near 
water – of south-east Russia, north-eastern 

China and on Hokkaido Island in Japan. Females, 
who are often 25 per cent bigger than males, stand at 
just over 70cm tall, the size of a three-year-old child, 
with a wingspan of almost two metres. With its size 
and big ear tufts, in dusky light it can easily be mis-
taken for a lynx, sometimes even a bear. 

The Blakiston’s fish owl is a creature of the night, 
descending in darkness to the water’s edge to fish. It 
can pull a salmon two or three times its weight from 
the river, but the salmon are being over-fished and 
the owls can also get caught in the nets laid for them. 
And there are other threats: deforestation, illegal or 
unsustainable logging, bush fires and cars on the 
roads in the old growth forests where they nest.

It can be difficult to persuade people to protect 
an owl they’ve never heard of. But the owl has found 
an unlikely ally in the Amur tiger, a ‘f lagship’ species 
for conservation. Efforts to stop further devastation 
of the tiger’s habitat by asking logging companies to 
close unused roads and limit human access might 
benefit this anonymous owl, too. 
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Be a true wild child and help save endangered species. 
Here are a few ideas for things you can do either at home, 
school, work, in your community or even globally to 
help towards saving not just the species in this book, but 
all species facing extinction:

• Get involved with wildlife charities, campaigns and 
organizations. They will have all sorts of activities, 
fundraisers and exciting events going on that you  
can take part in, such as the Great British Beach Clean 
– organized every year by the Marine Conservation 
Society. Or look out for the global art competition that 
the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation runs each 
year. Some organizations will even come to give talks  
or workshops at your school or club for free!

• Sign up for their newsletters to keep up to date with 
stories, events and opportunities to take action in sup-
port of endangered species. 

• Hold a sponsored event of your own to raise funds and 
awareness for your favourite conservation charity.

• Volunteer for regular beach-cleans or litter-picks in 
your community. You could even organize your own. 
They’re a really effective way to immediately help pro-
tect your local wildlife and the environment.

• Use your voice and spread the word: raise awareness  
of the endangered animals you have learned about by 
telling your friends and family all about them.

• Social media is a powerful tool. Use it to tell the world 
of the animals you love which are in danger of becom-
ing extinct.

• Join forces with others – sign petitions, write letters, 
take part in peaceful demonstrations and protests that 
aim to raise awareness of endangered species and the 
threats they face – such as the global school strikes, 
where young people all over the world are pressing 
politicians to act on climate change.

• Be a scientist! Help to gather important data about spe-
cies where you live by taking part in wildlife surveys 
such as the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Watch. 

• Use fewer resources wherever you can and recycle more.

• Reduce your carbon footprint by walking or cycling 
wherever you can instead of travelling by car.

• Reduce how much water you use. Small changes like 
turning the tap off while you brush your teeth can 
make a huge difference. 

• Never put harmful chemicals or medicines down  
the toilet.

• Avoid palm oil, unless it is from a sustainable source.

• Say no to plastic wherever possible, especially drinking 
straws and bags. Instead take your own re-usable bags to 
the shops. 

• Don’t use pesticides and herbicides which are harmful 
to the environment and the wildlife in it.

• Never buy products made using body parts, fur or 
skins from endangered species.

The endangered species of our world cannot speak up for 
themselves. We as a community must speak for them, 
working towards protecting them and conserving their 
habitats. One voice alone may not be very loud, but there 
is strength in numbers and many voices together can be 
powerful enough to make change happen. 

You can find out more about any of the suggestions 
above by having a look online. You might find the fol-
lowing websites useful as a starting point, but there are 
many more out there:

World Wide Fund for Nature: worldwildlife.org
WildAid: wildaid.org
Earth Rangers: earthrangers.com
World Land Trust: worldlandtrust.org
Born Free: bornfree.org.uk 
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation: davidshepherd.org
Fauna & Flora International: fauna-flora.org
RSPB: rspb.org.uk
Marine Conservation Society: mcsuk.org
International Fund for Animal Welfare: ifaw.org
Panthera: panthera.org
Wildlife Conservation Society: wcs.org
International Union for Conservation of Nature: iucn.org
IUCN Red List: www.iucnredlist.org

 How Can You Help? 
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